THE   CITY   OF   NINEVEH

The best apples are brought from Damascus; they
look good, but are flavourless. Grapes are very
largely cultivated, and are brought to great perfec-
tion. The large black kind are very delicious ; there
is also a white grape which has a very sweet flavour.
Vegetables of all kinds are grown in the gardens
near Mosul: beans, peas, spinach, carrots (red),
beetroot, onions, artichokes, as well as many other
varieties. Potatoes are brought from Persia, and
sometimes suffer so much from the long journey
that they are only fit to be thrown away when they
reach Mosul. Last winter several hundreds of sacks
of potatoes were thrown into the river at Mosul,
as they had been frostbitten on the journey from
Persia, and so were useless.

" Manna" is found in the mountains, and is
collected and sent to Mosul, where it is made into
a sweetmeat called "halawwi."

The industries of Mosul are chiefly spinning and
weaving. A very strong kind of cotton cloth is
woven, also calico and woollen goods. Many years
ago this industry was much larger than it is at
present, and in those days Mosul gave its name to
muslin, a fabric exported by the French from that
town in the last century. Weaving is done by men,
while the women do the spinning and dyeing of the
cotton or wool. Weaving is a very favourite occu-
pation, as the weaver can do just as much or as
little as he likes, being paid accordingly. For this
reason a man who is inclined to be lazy would
much rather be a weaver than a servant.

Furs are largely exported from Mosul.    The skin

of the fox is most common, but there is another fur
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